www.iprhelpdesk.eu

European IPR Helpdesk

Case Study
D.A Glass: IP opportunity with the support of the Enterprise
Europe Network
December 2013
Company details
Name: D.A. Glass - Teodora Doros
Business sector: Technical processing of glass
Type of company: SME (80 employees)
Website: www.daglass.pl

1. Background
D.A. Glass is a company which has met with success in the development of
technologies and products in the field of chemical processing of glass. Their
success is determined by the production technology which is unique in the world,
has excellent quality and competitive pricing of the products offered.
Additionally, many years of experience and knowledge of the market, efficient
methods of management, qualified personnel and close cooperation with the
academic sector guarantee such excellent results.
The company has been present on the market since 1989 and from the very
beginning it has been dealing with shaping and processing of flat glass panels.
D.A. Glass has also conducted broad scale research in the properties of glass
panels, inspired by the growing importance of glass as a material used in both
everyday life and industry.
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Currently the company focuses on chemical surface treatment of glass panels
giving specific optical parameters. Such panels are intended for solar systems,
glasshouses, lighting systems and applications in the construction and furniture
industry. Glass surface treatment (nano-scale) guarantees optimum quality and
amount of light, which allows for improvement of the efficiency of solar systems
(PV, STC), increase in crop yields of plants grown in greenhouses, increase in the
amount of light produced by bulbs and LEDs and gives unique design
possibilities.
The company also has a magnetron sputtering line for application of ultra-thin
metallic coats which can give glass properties such as anti-reflectivity, electrical
conductivity, heating, hydrophobic or hydrophilic (self-cleaning) capabilities or
reflectivity in particular ranges of the visible spectrum.

2. D.A. Glass and Intellectual property
The company has experience related to intellectual property protection. So far,
D.A. Glass has filed several Polish and international patent applications for
inventions and industrial designs. It carries out research on the application of
glass and methods of processing, in cooperation with Polish and international
research centres.
With the support of the Enterprise Europe Network partner, D.A. Glass has filed
patent applications concerning the following solutions:
Photovoltaic cell – the method of production of photovoltaic cell systems
for solar panels
The invention concerns a photovoltaic cell intended for converting solar
energy into electricity. The distinctive features of this invention are
extended service life and higher efficiency.
Solar collector – the method of production of efficient solar panels
The solar collector is intended for converting solar power into thermal
energy. This collector is much more thermally efficient than the currently
known solutions in terms of the structure of solar collectors. Additionally,
this solution guarantees extended service life.
In the course of the development of the abovementioned solutions, D.A. Glass
conducted the patent search. Initially it was performed internally and then under
the guidance of a patent attorney. These searches confirmed the novelty and
innovative character of these methods of production. Patent applications have
been prepared and filed with the support of the Enterprise Europe Network
partner and a formal decision on granting the patents should be issued soon.
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D.A. Glass believes that patent protection allows the company to offer an
innovative and in-demand product in a broad market, with much better chances
to fight against imitators. Additionally, it confirms the manufacturer’s
competences in the eyes of its customers and partners.

3. Collaboration with the Enterprise Europe Network
representative
The Enterprise Europe Network centre of the Rzeszow Regional Development
Agency assisted in preparation of the patent application documents and in
gathering technical materials concerning the above-mentioned solutions, which
were required for the patent search. The patent application was prepared under
the guidance of a patent attorney, who closely cooperates with the regional EEN
centre. The company also obtained detailed information and feedback on the
patent application procedure, documentation and materials required as well as
relevant Polish and international laws and regulations. With this support, D.A.
Glass was able to file their applications at the relevant Patent Offices. Due to the
fact that their products are exported to the European, American and Asian
markets, the company has filed Polish and international patent applications. The
patents granted will be valid in all EU member countries and certain other
countries in the world, including the USA.
Although D.A. Glass's knowledge of IP was quite good, the support of the
Enterprise Europe Network partner was very beneficial for the client. A lot of
work, mainly related with verifying the novelty of the solutions, was done on
behalf the company. The EEN partner also maintained direct contact with the
patent attorney to consult on formal and legal issues, which are often quite
complex for entrepreneurs. As a result, no major problems occurred in the
procedure of filing the patent applications and the support provided by the EEN
partner facilitated the entire process. Beside that, additional consulting services
within the scope of intellectual property rights and financing innovations have
been provided.

4. Lessons learned and suggestions
This case study tells how an SME can succeed in filing patent applications with
the support of the Enterprise Europe Network. Having proper competences and
cooperating closely with international network partners, EEN representatives
assist in developing the potential and innovative capacity of SMEs. EEN partners
facilitate direct contact with university experts and patent agents. Such contacts
are helpful in the development of new products which are the subject of patent
applications filed by network clients.
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Additionally, consulting services related with intellectual property rights, provided
by Enterprise Europe Network representatives, contribute to raising awareness of
patent protection, trade marks and copyrights. In this particular case, the
support in the procedures related with ensuring patent protection for newly
developed technological solutions was invaluable for the company, especially in
formal and legal aspects.
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GET IN TOUCH
For comments, suggestions or further information, please contact
European IPR Helpdesk
c/o infeurope S.A.
62, rue Charles Martel
L-2134, Luxembourg
Email: service@iprhelpdesk.eu
Phone: +352 25 22 33 - 333
Fax: +352 25 22 33 – 334
©istockphoto.com/Dave White

ABOUT THE EUROPEAN IPR HELPDESK
The European IPR Helpdesk aims at raising awareness of Intellectual Property (IP) and Intellectual Property
Rights (IPR) by providing information, direct advice and training on IP and IPR matters to current and potential
participants of EU funded projects. In addition, the European IPR Helpdesk provides IP support to EU SMEs
negotiating or concluding transnational partnership agreements, especially through the Enterprise Europe
Network. All services provided are free of charge.
Helpline: The Helpline service answers your IP queries within three working days. Please contact us via
registration on our website – www.iprhelpdesk.eu – phone or fax.
Website: On our website you can find extensive information and helpful documents on different aspects of IPR
and IP management, especially with regard to specific IP questions in the context of EU funded programmes.
Newsletter and Bulletin: Keep track of the latest news on IP and read expert articles and case studies by
subscribing to our email newsletter and Bulletin.
Training: We have designed a training catalogue consisting of nine different modules. If you are interested in
planning a session with us, simply send us an email at training@iprhelpdesk.eu.

DISCLAIMER
This Case Study has been initially developed under a previous edition of the European IPR Helpdesk (20112014). At that time the European IPR Helpdesk operated under a service contract with the European
Commission.
From 2015 the European IPR Helpdesk operates as a project receiving funding from the European Union’s
Horizon 2020 research and innovation programme under Grant Agreement No 641474. It is managed by the
European Commission’s Executive Agency for Small and Medium-sized Enterprises (EASME), with policy
guidance provided by the European Commission’s Internal Market, Industry, Entrepreneurship and SMEs
Directorate-General.
Even though this Case Study has been developed with the financial support of the EU, the positions expressed
are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the official opinion of EASME or the European
Commission. Neither EASME nor the European Commission nor any person acting on behalf of the EASME or the
European Commission is responsible for the use which might be made of this information.
Although the European IPR Helpdesk endeavours to deliver a high level service, no guarantee can be given on
the correctness or completeness of the content of this Case Study and neither the European Commission nor
the European IPR Helpdesk consortium members are responsible or may be held accountable for any loss
suffered as a result of reliance upon the content of this Case Study.
Our complete disclaimer is available at www.iprhelpdesk.eu.
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